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Verification Sources

Green, Jeff.  The Green Book of Songs by Subject:  the Thematic Guide to Popular Music, 5th ed.  Nashville:  Professional Desk References, 2002.  $79.95.

Classifies music by theme.  Included are popular standards, contemporary hits, oldies, rock, country, R&B, jazz, folk, rap, hip hop, alternative, Broadway, blues, reggae, Americana, Cajun, TV theme songs, marching songs, college fight songs, instrumentals, children’s songs, national anthems, advertising jingles, and novelty records from early 1900s-2002.

Lax, Roger, and Frederick Smith. The Great Song Thesaurus, 2nd ed.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.  Out of Print.
Covers American and British popular music from 1558-1986.  Lists more than 11,000 song titles with lyricists, composers, dates of publication and other vital facts.  Includes over 800 listings of songs used in musical theatre, film, radio and television.  
Whitburn, Joel.  Pop Memories, 1890-1954.  The History of American Popular Music.  Menomonee Falls: Record Research Inc., 1986.  $59.95.

Taken from a variety of music charts, contains facts and notes about many recordings and artists of pop’s early years. The artist section lists charted recordings in chronological order showing length of time on chart, original label and number.  

Whitburn, Joel.  Top Pop Singles 1955-2002.  Menomonee Falls:  Record Research Inc. 2003.  $79.95.

Whitburn compiles the Billboard charts by performer and gives label name, number and collector values.  

Song Indexes

Shapiro, Nat, and Bruce Pollock, eds. Popular Music, 1920-1979: A Revised Cumulation, 3 vols. Detroit, Mich.: Gale Research Company, 1985.  $295.00.


Considered by many to be the “bible” of popular music.  Entries include the names of publishers, composers, lyricists, usage in film or theatre and who made the first recording.  Also has a cumulation covering 1900-1919 ($115.00) and 1980-1989 ($150.00). Post 1989 volumes are released yearly.  

Luchinsky, Ellen.  Song Index of the Enoch Pratt Free Library.  New York:  Garland Publishing, 1998.  $240.00.

Indexed by title, first line, composer, and source (operas, musicals, movies, etc.), this 2 volume set based on Enoch Pratt’s collection dating from the early 20th century, is still a work in progress.  The library will fill photocopy requests (410-396-5490) but their songbooks do not circulate. You may also request through standard ILL.

Sears, Minnie Earl, ed.  Song Index: an Index to more than 12000 Songs in 177 Song Collections Comprising 262 Volumes.  New York:  H.W. Wilson, 1926.  With 1934 supplement.  Reprint ed.  Shoe String Press, 1966, $225.00. 

Volumes indexed were chosen by vote of several general and music libraries. Indexing is by title, first line, composer, and, where necessary, tune or air.
Musi-Key:  the reference guide of note.  Musi-Key Publishers, 1987-. Bimonthly, 2 vols.  $171.00/year.

A ‘music in print’ from various major publishers of pop type songs: popular, rock, gospel, Christmas, and some jazz.  Brief entries indicate composer or performer, but no dates. Also indicates for which instruments arranged (e.g., piano-vocal, guitar, C instruments). First volume arranged by song, second by performer or composer.  

Havlice, Patricia Pate.  Popular song index.  Metuchen, N.J.:  Scarecrow Press, 1975. Out of print.  With three supplements: 1st 1978, $52.00, 2nd 1984, $47.50, 3rd 1989, $65.50, 4th 2005, $200.00.

Original work indexes 301 song books in a number of genres published between 1940 and 1972. Indexes by title, first line of song, first line of chorus, composer, and lyricist.
Specialized Indexes

Bloom, Ken.  American Song: The Complete Musical Theatre Companion, 1877–1995. New York:  Schirmer Books, 2000.  Vol. 1:  $265.00 (2 volumes). 

Bloom, Ken.  Hollywood Song: The Complete Film & Musical Companion. New York:  Facts on File, 1995.  Out of Print.

Brunnings, Florence E.  Folk song index: A comprehensive guide to the Florence E. Brunnings Collection.  New York:  Garland Publishing, 1981.  Out of print. 

Goodfellow, William D.  Where's That Tune? An Index to Songs in Fakebooks.  Metuchen, N.J.:  Scarecrow Press, 1990.  $55.00.

Goodfellow, William D.  Wedding Music: An Index to Collections. Metuchen, N.J.:  Scarecrow Press, 1992.  $26.50.


Laughlin, Kay.  Children's Song Index, 1978-1993. Englewood:  Libraries Unlimited, 1995.  $37.50.

Lomax, John A. and Allan Lomax.  American Ballads and Folk Songs.  New York:  Macmillan, 1934. $18.95.

Peterson, Carolyn Sue and Ann D. Fenton.  Index to Children's Songs: A Title, First Line, and Subject Index.  New York:  Wilson, 1979.  $50.00.

Reed, W.L., and Bristow, M.J., eds.  National Anthems of the World, 10th ed. London: Cassell, 2002.  $90.00.

Suskin, Steven.  Show Tunes, 1905–1991: The Songs, Shows and Careers of Broadway's Major Composers.  New York:  Limelight Editions, 1992.  Out of Print.

 Recordings

All Music Guide - http://www.allmusic.com/

A comprehensive guide to recordings of all genres of music. Short biographical information about artists, groups and composers is followed by extensive discographies. 

Lord, Tom.  The Jazz Discography.  West Vancouver, B.C.: Lord Music Reference; Redwood, N.Y.: Cadence Jazz Books, 1992.  Over 30 volumes; approx. $70/volume. 

Includes jazz recordings 1898-1992. Indexed by performer, title and individual works.  

OCLC FirstSearch – http://firstsearch.oclc.org

Copyright, Licensing and Performing Rights (Use to confirm titles, writers and ownership)

American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) - http://www.ascap.org

Broadcast Music Incorporated (BMI) - http://www.bmi.org

Harry Fox Agency (HFA) - http://www.harryfox.com/index.jsp

United States Copyright Office - http://www.copyright.gov/records/

